[L] R. Samuel bar Nahman in the name of R. Jonathan: “The 
Divine Name is used in both regards, serving to establish 
grounds for drawing an analogy. 


[M] “Just as the Name is stated in connection with the Torah, 
requiring a blessing prior to reading the Torah, [that is Deut. 
32:3,] so the Name used with reference to a meal means that 
there is to be a blessing prior to the meal as well as after it. 


[N] “And just as the Name, used in connection with the meal, 
means that there is a blessing after it, so the Name, stated in 
connection with the Torah, indicates that there is to be a 
blessing after it.” 


[O] Up to this point the matter has been proved in accord with 
the exegetical principles of R. Agiba. What about proving 
the same matter on the basis of the principles of R. 
Ishmael? 


[P] R. Yohanan in the name of R. Ishmael: “It is an argument a 
fortiori. Now if the eating of food, which does not require a 
blessing beforehand, requires a blessing afterward, reading 
the Torah, which does require a blessing beforehand — is 
it not a matter of logic that it should require a blessing 
afterward?” 


[Q] Up to this point the matter of Torah has been proved. How 
about food? 


[R] “Now if [75a] reading the Torah, which does not require a 
blessing afterward, does require the saying of a blessing 
beforehand, a meal, which does require saying a blessing 
afterward — is it not a matter of logic that it should require 
the saying of a blessing beforehand?” 


[S] R. Isaac and R. Nathan —- R. Isaac said, “‘[As soon as you 
enter the city, you will find him, before he goes up to the 
high place to eat; for the people will not eat till he comes, ] 
since he must bless the sacrifice; afterward those who are 
invited eat. [Now go up, for you will meet him 
immediately] (1 Sam. 9:13). 


[T] R. Nathan says, “‘You shall serve the Lord your God, and I 
will bless your bread and your water,’ (Ex. 23:25). 


[U] “When is it called, “your bread’? Before you have eaten it? 
[It is when you have served the Lord.]” 


